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c . o dis . PY 1 am 1. 94 to ſee 
Kin you ig 270 Why are you ſuch a 
Stranger of late? Lo ee Wont to 
come and ſpend an hour with me, 
ONT * now I 20 > loſt your: good 


een. 


— I's” # 
46115 35 


Meaum. Sir, A Humble Sas; T 1 have: Beet A 
little extraordinatily employ'd of hte, and have not 
been able to viſit you ſo oft as I uſed. You know'E . 

have been Buffed in making Int reſt at the Election. | 


Nel. Why, Y,. "ay, Tacknowledge charts juſt Baca, 
and am forty you miſs it, becauſe you aremy Friend- 
ou muſt not be angry, if I freely tell yo, that T 
my you were a little tod warm laſt time, and there- 
Fore not quite ſo fit no for that . as Nau 
have been ny 


e Warm, Sir! woulcb it not make any 8 


7 . angry to > er none but ne, 3 Wiſegilh Bal 
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lows preferr'd, and all theChurch-Party, and Ancient 
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 Kjnel. Yes, Sir, it would fo; but (for the preſent 
granting your Aſſertion) I mult take the Liberty to 

tell you, thatꝰ according to the true old Principles of 
us-Royalilts, thejgeneral Inteteſt of the Nation is not 
to be neglected; nor tlie King's Perſon affronted, on 
Account of Private Diſcontent. Twas the Perſonal 
Diſguſt the People took at the Miniſtry of K. Charles I. 
that began the Sedition, which in few Years grew up 
to open Rebellion, and ended. in the molt audacious 

Piece of Wickedneſs that was ever committed, I mean 
the Martyrdom of that Bleſſed Prince. And yet, let 
me tell you, the Complaints againſt that Miniſtry were 


iafiniteſy more juſt, than What is now faid againſt 
this. I am as much for the Support of the Church, and 


for keeping down the Diſſenters as yon can be; but, 
for God's ſake, don't let us lay open our ſelves to their 
Reproach, by violating all our old Honeſt Principles: 
We made a Breach of 'em at the Revolution; but 


tho' the Neceſſity of Affairs excus'd that, we are not 


to expect, that, having a Wiſe and Virtuous Prince, 


whoſe: Right we have all acquieſc'd in, we are at 


liberty to continue Looſe to all our Principles of Loy- 
alty; Or, that tho* His Majeſty was not the imme- 


diate Heir, he has not nevertheleſs a Right to all 
that Duty and. Loyalty which was due to King 
4 $ | ES $3 WELL 1 1 P Fe | 
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by Met of Sow” Kidneys than thoſe that- 
brought him in: YT 


Was the Cinch Party: 0 that,. 
and yet none but Fanaticks have ſhar'd his Favours 


Kingl. I remember very well you did go into the 
Prince of Orange with the Firſt, and I remember alſo. 
that I have had many Diſcourſes with you upon that 

Subject. Now I did not come in till the laſt; for as. 
long as King Janes was in Poſſeſſion of any part of 
his Dominions, and as long as he continued with any 
Power about him, whereby I might hope he would 

be able to protect me, I did not-withdraw my Alle- 

giance from him; nor ever own'd the Prince of Orange 

for King, till after the Battel of the Bone, and Sur- 
render of Limerick ; becauſe, till then, Law my Law- 

ful Prince endeavouring to come to protect me; and 
therefore, according to the Church- of- England Do- 
Qrine, I was bound to pay Obedience. But I con- 

feſs I could not beliebe, that after that Prince had 
quitted all, I was bound to continue to expoſe my 
ſelf and Family to Ruine, rather than pay Obedience ; 
to a Prince that not only protected us, but alſo 
maintained all the Laws, But when I did come into 
King Milliam's Party, I did it heartily, with all that 

Duty and Loyalty which I, and all my Anceſtors, ever 

profeſs d and practisꝰd to our Prince, and, by the Help 

of God, I ſhall always maintain that Fidelity. And 

am very lorry to ſee ſo many now depart from it, 
whom I knew formerly to be the beſt Subjects; even 
you, Dear Sir, whoſe Father I ſerv d with, when we. 
fought many bloody Battels in Defence of our King; 
and you, the Son, were always forward in all good WE” 

ETD, | . Works 


. 5 5 


1133 i 
Works for tlie Ring's Service, ant always declar'd, 
the King's Faults ought by no means to be fo ſrarchd 
into, as to breed a Sedition in the Kingdom. Re- 
member the many Conflicts you and I have had with 
our Whiggiſh- Neighbours in the Years 1681 and 82, 
how ſtrenuouſly you then defended the King's. Autho- 
rity, and the Deterence due to his Perſon; and tho” 
_ they talk'd fhrewdly, and often 2 ſuch Faults of 
the King's, that Wwe could not defend, yet you als 
« ways faid thoſe muſt not alter our Allegiance to the 
King, who was God's Vicegerent. But now you are ſo 
ſtrangely alter'd, that I can't tell what to make of 
vou; you aregrown to make uſe of all thoſe Seditious 
1 Doctmnes, that you then took ſuch Pains to anſwer: 
From which you muſt parden me, if I draw this: Con- 
Bp cluſon, That having parted with your Allegiance too 
toon at the Revolution, it has fat Iooſe upon you ever 
fince ;. and fo the Old Principles are to be forgot. 


Mean, Poh, What a Rout you make with your 


Old Principles! I own' I was always loyal to 
King Charles; but then King Charles took. Care to ſup- 
port the Church. 3 2 


Kingl. Very well: Then it was not out of Duty, 

but particular Affection, that your Reſpeck for King 
Charles proceeded ; and if he had happen'd to have 
chang'd his Opinion, I ſeppos'd you wou'd have 

// . Pn os 


- Means: Yes, Sir, Why not? Pid we not de ſo by 
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- Kzngl. You fay true, we did; but that was ſo- ve. 
ry extraordinary a Cafe, that, till the ſame things *** | 
happen again, it ought not to be made a Precedegt. RE 
R. J. attempted-to deſtroy, the Conſtitution and Reli- 1 


gion of the Nation, which were ſuch Violations of 4 
the Office of Kingſhip, that it may warrant 4 removal þ 
of ſucha Perſon. But as nothing like that has been 1 
attempted in this Reign; and, on the contrary, His pre- 1 

ſent Majeſty is deſer vedly acknowledged the beſt Prince | 
we have had for many Ages, I think we ought to ſhew | 

a Univerſal Gratitude, and concurr with him in that | 

Generous Deſign of breaking the Fetters of Europe, by .., 
_ pulling down the French Monarchy; which, tis very i 

Pains has been the Buſineſs of his whole Life: Nor | 

as his Labour been in vain ;. for by his Courage, and - i 


indefatigible Induſtry and Zeal, the Work is in a great 

Forwardneſs. For fade let us lay aſide Party, When 

a Matter of this great Moment lies before us, and by 

our hearty Union cannot fail of being effectec. 
Meanw. Tam as ready as any body to concurr in that 

Work; but, with Favour, I do not think we ought 

to be ſo careful for Europe in general, as to forget Out .- 

ſelves in particular. What I complain of is, that Up- 3 

ſtart little Fellows have all the Command, that the 2 

Publick Wealth has been pillag'd by Scoundrel Fel- 


lows; whereof a vaſt number may be found, who at i 
the Revolution were'not worth a Groat, and now Ride | 
inn 1 co oTETT CT Rn i 


Xingl. Still you are too angry, and look not into 
the Bottom, and true Cauſe of Things. Firſt, as to 
the Whiggiſh Party's being employ*d, T anſwer, "TO 

eee 33 when 


r — — * 
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with em? 


11 
when tlie King cams to the Crown, he was of neither 
Party, Whiz and Tory did not at all affect him; and ac- 


Ky! we ſaw the Miniſtry was for ſame Years in- 
* 


differently choſen: The D. of Leedt, the E- of Not- 
ting ham, L. Godolphin, ce. were in the higheſt Places, 
and greateſt. Favour with the King; but it ſeMns the 
People were not To: careful in Elections as they ſhould 
be, and let the other get a Majority in the Houſe of 
Commons, who diſliking that Miniſtry, oblig'd the 
King to change it; yet ſo, that in all the time of the 
ſecond Miniſtry, notwithſtanding the many Clamours- 
now raiſed, I have never heard of one ſingle Action 
done by em that could give the Church · Party a juſt 
Cauſe of Complainlt. {2 a 


Meanv. How, Sir! No Cauſe of Complaint, what 
was the beſtowing all Eccleſiaſtical Preferments upon 
luke- warm Church men? Such as would willingly lay 
aſide the Rites: and Diſcipline of the Church, if they 
were ask'd it. What was my Lord Sommers diſpla- 
eing all the Juſtices and Deputy-Lieutenants all over 
the Kingdom, and putting in ſuch mean Fellows, that 
the fe Gentlemen that were retain d, ſcorn d to act 


Eg Kjnel. Why truly if the Matter were as you ſtate 


it, there. were juſt. Cauſe. of Complaint: But, upon 


Examination, I believe it will appear otherwiſe- 


Firſt, As to the Clergy ; tis well known that the Dig- 


nities were in the Queen's Time beſtowed by her Di- 
reckion: That ſhe was careful of the true Intereſt of 


the Church, I oy rh body will diſpute; but if ſhe: 
declin'd putting, Men of the higheſt Flight into the 
6 | n Biſho pricks. 


— 
- 
« 


. 
Biſhopricks and Deanaries, it was far from a Fault; 
for, by the way, I muſt tell you, ſuch fort of Men 


in this Nation do more Injury than Service. to the 


Church; for while they hold things up to the higheſt 
Extremity, they diſguſt the People (who mult not 
be too foughly treated) and thereby create an En- 
mity to the Hierarchy. That this is true, appears 
from the Effect of Archbiſhop Laad's Proceedings, 
who tho' a very Learned, Pious Divine, was but 
an ill Stateſman ; for by his proſecuting that Maxim, 
There's no End of Tielaing, the Faction was fo fermen- 
ted, as in a ſhort time to utterly deftroy the Church; 
and tho? it pleaſed God to reſtore it to its full Luſtre 
again, I hope it may be eſteem'd no falſe Doctrine 
To beware of — the ſame thing again, 'left à worſe evil. 
Happen unto us. | 
ter has been by the King committed to the Care of 
the two Archbiſhops, and four other Biſhops, Men of 
unſpotted Characters, - norwithftanding the preſent 
Clamours, and who have beſtowed the Preferments 
perhaps wiſer than their Enemies would have done. 


For the preſent Biſhops will take as good Care of the 


Rites and Diſcipline of the Church, as any they 
could put in; and tho? Blockhead, and Blunderbuſs, 


and fuch fort of familiar Phraſes, be the Titles they 


pleaſe to confer upon thoſe Who they ought* ro call 


Moft Reverend, and Right Reverend, I muſt tel 
em that their Carriage is very unbecoming Subects 
to a Magiſtrate, and much more of Chriſtian Mini- 


ſters to their lawful Superiours; eſpecialſy ſimee tis 


bus a Iicte while ago they themſelves acknowledgd” 
thiefe very Gentlemen ro be Perſons of great Learning | 


and Piety , as indeet hey are. As to' the Prefer- 
n "WS 5 ments 


ince the Queen's Death, that Mat- 


"0 


ments in the Chancellor's Gift, I am very well ſatis- 
fied that my Lord Sommers never gave any, without 
Advice and Approbation of the Dioceſan; and what 
a Chancellor can do more, I know not. Concerning 
the diſplacing the Juſtices,” I can only ſay that it be- 
gan on account of the Aſſociation, which many in 
Commiſſion refuſed to ſubſcribe; and I have been 
credibly inform'd, that the Chancellor, in all the 
Removals, had the Direction of the King and 
Council. How they came to be ſo miſintorm'd. 
of the Characters of the Perſons, I know not: but 
I own it was a Fault, and gave too great an occa- 
ſion of Defection in the People. | KL 


Meany., Well, Sir, but all this won't do: I ac- 
knowledge you talk very plauſibly; but tho' I can- 
not ſo fully anſwer you, through a want of Know- 
ledge of the ſecret Managements, which, if we had 
fat longer, the laſt Parliament would have ſearcht in- 
to, I cannot however give up the . Cauſe, or believe 
the Miniſters; were not a Pack of very wicked Peo- 
ple. Lou have, I doubt not, read the TWO Books 
of Grants and Reſumptions, and Balance of Power, and 
have ſeen what a Character he there gives of em, 
to Which they have not yet return'd any Anſwer in 
Defence: Can we ſuppoſe they would ſit ſilent, if 
thoſe Charges were unjuit? And if they be true, can 


any honeſt Man defend em. 


Kinl. I bave read thoſe. two Books; and the firſt 
of dem, I confeſs, with Approbation, and an Indig- 
nation againſt Perſons ſo. wicked, as I judg'd by his 
Hints the Miniſters were: But the ſecond cured me, 


and remov'd my Indignation to the Writer, wiom 
I find to be a diſcontented Man, and an Enemy to 
the Government in general: I take him alſo to be a 
bold Incendiary, more than a true Patriot; one thay 
reſolves to throw Dirt enough, that ſome may be 
ſure to ſtick. He inveighs againſt the Miniſters of 
State in General, without alledging one particular 
Crime; whereas if their Faults were ſo numerous, as 
he inſinuates, he {rely could not be unacquainted 
with the Particulars of ſome of em; and, in ſuch 
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caſe , his Appendix had been better filld up with 7 

Relations of that kind, than with a Parcel of Records - | 
to. leſſen the Prerogative, eſpecially fince he had | 4 
threatned an Annecdote. But as he proves nothing, | 3 
nor no body elſe has attempted it, I hope I mays. as 1 
every. honeſt, Mn ought, ſuſpend my Judgment till x 


I hear more. Nay, he. ſpares not rhe King himſelf; - = 
- 


whom in Page 50 he repreſents as an Eaſie Man, . 
that without knowing Perſons or Things himſelf, re- { 
ceives the Impreſſions others pleaſe to put upon 5 
him. Now this is ſo very far from Truth, that I had y 
no Patience when I read it; tis notorious: that no . 1 
Man in Exgland is ſo knowing in the Affairs of Europe, ? 
in general, and England, in particular, as his preſent 5 = 
Majeſty; and that his Enquiries deſcends to the 1 
ſtrickeft Examination of every Circumſtance, re- | 9 
lating to Perſons and Things he has to do h. 1 


And this leads me to a new Subject, I mean the Par- 5 
tition Treaty, for which the King has been ſo much 
blam'd by that Author. 1% 1% N. n $04 want 


. 


Meany, Ay, Come; What will you ſay to that? 


— . * : 


E 


- Kjm!, Why, I muſt fay, that the People are very 
unjuſt in Treating the King fo roughly on that Ac- 
count; for if the Matter be fairly ftated, He is not to 

be blanvd. As I apprehend, the Caſe ſtands thus: 

The People of England were very uneaſie at the length 
and expence of the late War, inſomuch that the King 
might very reaſonably conclude they would not by 
any means, be brought to enter into another War 
ſoon; and yet if ſome Agreement were not made 
with France, in relation to the Spahiſh Succeſſion, 
*rwas very plain the Peace could not laſt long, becauſe 
the King of Spaiu's Sickneſs did manifeſtly declare, 

lis Life would be ſhort- Twas the King's buſineſs 
therefore, to make the beſt Bargain he could with 

them; and if it was not quite ſo good. as it ſhould be, 
we ought however, methinks, to have a little Defe- 
-rence to the King's Judgment, and ſome Indulgence to 
his Actions; ſince tis very certain he could not in- 
rend any thing advantageous to France, to whom, 'tis 
well known, he has always been an Enemy; nor Be- 
tray the Intereſt of England and Holland, to whom he 
has always acquitted himſelf with the utmoſt Fidelity 
and Honour. And therefore we muſt conclude they 
were the beſt Terms that could be procur'd; and what, 
after all, we muſt confeſs, were rather to be accep- 
rec, as things then appear d, than a long and hazar- 
dous Wat. . | 555 


Mam. With Submiſſion, Sir, I muſt oppoſe you 
there; The Terms of that Treaty were more diſad- 
vantageous to England, than the War could be, for 
Naples and Sicily being in French Hands, would have 
given them fuch Power over the Levant, and made 


SA Lg | em 


0 13) 
em ſo formidable i if the 11 that, in 42 
manner, all our Stragbis Trade had been cut off; and 
on the other hand, by their being Maſters of Guido- | 
feos, they could Invade Spain as they pleas'd, and 
eſpecially the Province $4 By 95 and i be able 
6 td deny us Spaniſh W 


£ 


Kgl. Tis very true, the Terms of Hug Partition 
Treaty gave France too much Power; but the Que- 
ftion is, Whether, if without making that Treaty, 
France purſuing his Demands, and throwing an Ar- 
my into Spam, he could not, in all probability, have 

855 himſelf Matter of it, before Europe could Unite 

ſe him? I fay, Whether, as things then 
oo, this was not pro able? And ir is but "Proba- 
bilities that Men can provide Se. 


Aan. No truly, I think it was 907 P81 3 he: 
cauſe the Effect ſhews, that though he acquired all 
the Spaniſh Dominions without Trouble, the Mn 

ror alone is able to give him his Hands full | 


_ Kingle Thou gh it leaſes” God to: Peu FITS 
France and Fa vour the Emperor with ſo continued a 
Succeſs, it is only attributable to Divine Providence,, 
and What could not be foreſeen by Man; and there- 
fore to argue from the Conſequence, is the Wrong 
way. Thus much is certain, That 223 accepting 
the Crown of Spain, has not only made all Europe his 
Enemies, but has allo taken upon him the Defence 
of all the Spaniſh Dominions ; a matter of no ſmall 
diſadvantage te him, for their Extent requires vaſt 
1 in many remote N at the lame en 

5 


which Spain not being able to pay, muſt all be 
Maintain'd at his Expence; and ſuch an Expence 
that will be, that in all Humane probability, the 


8 Wealth of . France muſt in few | Years. be quite ex- 


Hauſted; at leaſt, unleſs he can get into his Hands 


the American Plate-Fleet, which, by what hitherto 


* 


appears, he is never like to have. And ſo, inſtead 
of Agrandizing, this A& will moſt probably finiſh. 
the Ruine of the French 'Monarchy, and thereby 
the Power vf Europe be Reduc'd to the Ballagce we 


have always wiſh'd it. Now, if this be the Con- 

ſequence of the Partition Treaty, vis. That it pro- 
vok'd Spain to give all to Fraxce, and France, by 

accepting it, has undertaken more than he will be 
able to perform, and thereby put it into the Power 
of the Princes of Europe, by a hearty. Union, to- 
tally to Reduce that exorbitant Monarchy. I hope 
I may ſay it was not fo ill an Ac as it has been 
repreſentet. VVV 
But on the other hand, let us conſider what 
might reaſonahly have been the Conſequence of 
the King of Spain's Death, in caſe the Partition 
Treaty had never been made. To be ſure the 

French Armies would fallen into Spain, into Milan, 

and perhaps into the Netherlands, To oppoſe which, 

the Spaniſh Nation, the Emperor, and perhaps the 
States of Holland would Engage: But in all pro- 
bability, Exgland would have ftood NVeuter. And 
whether Frauce would not have been too ſtrong for 
thoſe three Powers, I leave to others to judge. 


— Meany. But why do you think Fnglond ſhould 
FT HET Tn 8 
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_  Kjngl. Becauſe our Danger would be ata diſtance. 
And we faw laſt Year, that there was a Powerful Spi- 
Tit in the Nation abſolutely. againſt a War, though 
France was then fo very Form Gable Jconfeſs the Ex- | , 
cuſe was, That Things were not yet ready, and we were 7 
not to beg in it, &c. But that was but Excuſe, for no = 
body deſir'd we ſhould run blindly into it, before f 
Matters were duly Concerted; or that we ſhould 

come into it in any other Capacity than Auxilliaries: 

All that was then expected was, that we fhould mani- 
felt a hearty Inclination to do it when it ſhould be 
proper. But no more of that, the Parliament do 

no vigorouſly purſue it, and ſo there needs no more 
Controverſie on that point. Another Reaſon why I 

believe England would ſtand Newter in the Caſe 1 5 
mention'd, is, That our Debts being great, that would . 
have been made an inſuperable xi culry by. thoſe 

_ fort of Men whoſe Countels kept England Meuter in : 
King Charles Time, when Frauce was growing tg 
that Grandeur we lately ſawit, who Gen ſtill, under 
the plauſible Arguments of What need we Fight ot her 
Mens Quarrels, and We are in no Danger, have lull'd 
the People into a Lethargy. And if this ſhould 
have happen'd, I make no doubt but France would 
have obtain'd at leaſt as good (nay, I believe mucli 
better a ſhare) in the Spaniſh Monarchy, than what the 
Partition Treaty gave him. In fine, if that Treaty 

had ſtood, Exgland had avqyfed the Charge of _ 

ſent War, Which is what we are fond 25 If it had 


not been made, Exgland muſt either have entred into . 
a War, wherein no manner of Advantages could | 
have been expected, or elſe by ſitting ſtill, be con- 
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rented to ſee France, in a ſhort time, Maſter of at 
leaſt as mucl as that Treaty gave him. But in the 
preſent Caſe, that Treaty being broken uy France, 


and the Sparziſh Monarchy put into Frenth Hands, 
has Rous'd upall Europe immediately to oppoſe him, 
and given us an opportunity of Entering into a War, 
wherein we have a fair Chance of making conſide- 
rable Acquiſitions in America. But chiefly has given 
France fo much Employment, that we may reaſonably 
hope, ina ſhort time, to ſee the Power of that Nation 
Reduc d to a much lower Degree, than it has been in- 
for ſome Ages paſt. Upon all which, I muſt Remark, 
with all due Reſpect however to that Honoura- 
ble Houſe; that the Gentlemen of the late  Parlia+ 
ment were unkind in purſuing that Matter ſo far; 
fince we muſt impute the Diſſolution to that Cauſe: 
For though the Prerogative of making Treaties be 
fo effentially neceſſary to the Crown, that without 
it, che King is unable to Protect us, it was at that 
time Attack'd in ſuch a manner, that the King's 
Character would have been much lefſewd abroad, 
he hack not in ſome Publick manner recover'd it. 


' Meanw.: Fy, fy, Sir, you are miſtaken; twas Sam 
mers and the Old Miniſtry, that by falſe Miſrepreſen- 
tations, ptevaild: upon the King to do it; for tis 
plain by his Speech at Parting, that he was. ſatis- 
fy'd with what they had done. 4 


Ringl. T cannot find ; the King's Speech at 
breaking up of the laſt Parliament, will bear ſuch: 
Conſtruction as you put upon it; He is always Cour- 

teous in his Speeches, and in that Thanks the Houſe 
IM | ZE OE if 77 
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of Commons for what they had done; but there 
is not a word of his Approbation of All they had 

done. Nor can I grant you that the King is fa 
_ calily wrought upon, as you inſinuate; he has him- 
ſelf more Judgment than all his Councellors; and 
therefore you may depend upon't, that if the Car- 
riage of the New Miniſtry, and the Houſe of Com- 
mons had not given him Offence, Sommers, nor no 
body elſe could have prevaiFd upon him to have 
parted with em; and therefore I muſt tell you 
plainly, that you Gentlemen of the Church Party 
acted very imprudently; for whereas the King had 
thrown himſelf intirely into your Arms, had re- 


ſolv'd to make uſe of none but that Party, you! fo: 


order'd Matters, that in Six Months time you 
threw down what you had been many Years a 
building up; have diveſted your ſelves of all that 
Fower you had of doing the Church Service; and 


though in Parliament you may hinder. the Whig- 
gith Intereſt from inſulting over you: I fear you 


will hardly ever again get into the Saddle. 


Alea. Lou are miſtaken, Sir, when we come to 
look into the Miſcarriages of the late Miniſtry, 


lay open their Rogueries, and ſhew how they haue 


miſ-ſpent the Puhlick Money, that Party will appear 
ſo odious, that the King will be aſham'd to Pro- 
rect em. 8 ay 3 a4 7 


King. I ſbou Id be very glad to ſee the Church · Party 
in the Miniſtry, and I hope I may; but if there 


be no other way of getting into it, I fear twill be 
2 long time firſt, The Stories of Cheating the 
; = 6 8 Publick, 


* 


Jer. 
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Publick-will paſs a little with the Vulgar, but Men 
that think, and are able to Reaſon on things, can 
believe nothing of it. Have not the Publick Ac- 

counts been Annually Examin'd by Commiſſioners 
appointed by Acc of Parliament Near after Year, - 
from the Revolution to the Concluſion of the Peace: 


Were not Mr. Harlay, Mr. Bromley, and Col. Gran- 


ville in that Commiſion ? And can we believe that 
theſe Gentlemen would neglect ſo important a Buſi- 
nels, eſpecially When they were ſo well paid for it? 
tf there had been any miſapplications of Money, 
do you think they would not have inform'd the 
Houſe of Commons with it? Or if that Houſe ſtifled 
ſuch Informations, do you think they would not 
have laid em before the Succeeding Parliament, 
or that that laſt fat? Undoubtedly, or elſe I am 


fure they do not deſerve that Honourable Cha- 


rater they bear. Beſides, conſider but the Nature 
of the Exchequer where the Accounts are kept with 
the greateſt exactneſs imaginable ; not by one Man, 
or in one Office only, but the ſame Account paſſes. 
through ſeveral Offices, which ſerve as a Cheque 
upon one another; infomuch , that there is not a 
figgle Shilling paid by the Subject to the King, 
but you may Trace it from the Tax-Gatherer to 
the, Iſſue from the Exchequer ; and know exactly to 


whom, and to what Purpoſes it was paid. Again, 


all the Taxes given in this Reign, have been ap- 
propriated; and the Tellers and Clerks in the Ex- 

chequer, obliged upon great Penalties, to pay it on- 
ly to the Purpoſes given for: Now, can it be be- 
hev'd, that a Commiſſioner: of the Treaſary, or an 


Auditor of the Exchequer, or any other. great Offi-. 


cer, 


(a4); 


cer, can ſo influence a Teller, or Under-Clerk; that 
he ſhould hazard his own Ruin, nay. Life, to let 


him Cheat the Publick? Or if by mutual Conni vance 


ſuch a thing ſhould be ated, would not the other 
| Officers diſcover it 7 And ut ſhorr, mult it not, up- N 


on Inſpection, be preſently diſcover'd? Or would it 
be poſſible to be long a Secret? No, no, believe 
me, no ſuch thing can be Practicd at the Exche- 


quer; the Books he open continually, and any body 


may fee how much is come in upon every Fund; 


and fee what Tallies are diſcharg'd, in order to 
know if their own be in Courſe, The General 


Receivers Charge the Exchequer with all they Pay 


in. The Officers of the Cuſtom-Houſe and Exciſe- 


Office know very welt how much is ſent in every 


Week: And, in ſhort, all the Branches of the Re- 2 


venue are to the Exchequer as Debts are to a Cre- 
ditor ;. every one muſt diſcharge its ſelf of the Mo- 


ney the People depoſite in their Hands, and there 


again you may as eaſily find how it is paid out. 


AIſeaum. 1 don't doubt, but the Methods of the 


Exchequer are Regular; but for all that, there muſt 
be ſome ſecret way for its Officers to get Money, 


or elſe how ſhould they become ſo Rich as they 0 | 


cers of the Exchequer may grow Rich; for if you 
conſider. that their Officers are like Trades-Mens 
Shops, where the more Cuſtom makes the heavier 
Purſe: You muſt allow that the vaſt 


has 


King! Without Cheating the Publick; "the Offi- 


mms that 
have paſſed through the Exchequer, in This Reign, 
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has given thoſe Clerks four times the Employment 
they had formerly; and tho? ſome of the Taxes 
have” been exempted from Fees, enow remain to 
make their Places abundantly more profitable than 
formerly. *Tis the fame Caſe in all other Offices 
where Receipts and Payments are manag'd. The 
uſual and lawful Fees muſt neceſſarily amount, in 


the War- time, to four times hat they were for · 


er 


Meane. Then belike you think the Publick Money 


las not been imbezzel'd. 


Ningl. ] do think fo, becauſe tis next to impoſſible 
it ſhould be: For, as I faid before, all the Money 
given by. the Parliament was appropiated to particular 
Utes ; and whether it has been applied to thoſe Uſes, 
is Io eaſily diſcovered by the Exchequer-Books, that 
there is no room to doubt of any Default. The Civil 
Lift was ſo ill provided for in the War-time, that the 
King had very little Money to diſpoſe of; and ſince 
the Eſtabliſhment of it, the Summ was ſo exactly pro- 
portion'd to the Occaſions, that there is no room tor 
any body elſe to have part of it. Every Branch of the 


Revenue has by Act of Parliament been apply*d to 


Publick Uſes, and nothing has been left to the King's 
Diſpoſal, but the Forfeitures, and. the Prize-Office : 
The former, in Ireland, have been reſumed from 
the Grantees; And the latter yielded ſo little, 
that the Favourites could not grow very rich from 
it, tho' I confeſs ſome Grants are ſeen in that 


_ Account. nd how much the Grants of Forfeited E- 
. 


ſtates 
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fates in England amount to, has not been yet diſco- 
ver'd; But whatever they be, thoſe are all the Kin 
has been able to give te Favourites, and whether 
they amount to ſo much as is imagin'd, lyes in the 
Power of the Parliament to examine. 


Meaum. But, Pray, anſwer. me two Queſtions ? 
How comes it to pals then that ſo many little People, 
that have beenemploy'd. in underline Poſts. in the Mi- 
niſtry, are become ſo exceeding wealthy? And, ſince 
the Parliament always gave ſo freely to the Publick 
Gs How comes. the Nation to be fo much in 
ebt „ . : Re 0 


3 Ringl. The Anſwer to your firſt Queſtion depends 
upon the Anſwer to the ſecond ; and therefore I will 
begin with that: The Nation is ſo much in Debt, be- 
cauſe the greateſt part of the Money given, was 
upon Funds that were to come in in three or four, or 


* 


more Years time; but the King having preſent Occa- 


fion for the Money, Tallies were immediately ſtruck 
for the whole Summ, and given in Payment to the 
Victuallers of Ships, Cloathers of the Army, or others; 


whence proceeded two. Evils; that is, iſt, Thoſe Sel- 


lers being to be fo paid, rated their Goods at a much 
8 7751 Price than they would fell ?em at to a private 


Perſon; and 2dly, The Nation paid Intereſt for thoſe 


Tallies till they were paid, and yet they bore ſuch a. 
Diſefteem, that no man could procure Money upon 
dem, Without allowing a very great Diſcouat, eveg 
30, 40, nay, ſome were fold at 50 per Cent. loſs. Now 
conſider how much the Nation paid extraordinary for 


Goods, vie, at leaſt à third part in che Price, aud, 
tak „ e 


* 
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perhaps, a fourth part more in Intereſt, and you will 


not wonder we are in Debt. And from hence aroſe 
that other Evil you mention'd; for the Under-Mini- 
ſters who ſaw how the People were fain to ſell their 
Tallies, and knew, or could gueſs pretty well, how 
far ſuch Funds would pay, had an Opportunity of 
laying out what Money they had, or could borrow, 
to a very great Advantage; but this Trade is too Well 
known for you to be ignorant of it. But I muſt re- 


mark, that it was not only the Miniſters that got 


Money this way, but great numbers of Bankers, 
Scriveners, Jobbers, and ſome Gentlemen ; but fewer. 
of this fort, becauſe they had not Courage to venture 
their Money; or becauſe, not living at London, the 

were unacquainted with the Method of it ; which 
makes them envy the ſudden Riſe of thoſe little Fel- 


laws, who by plying diligently between the Exchange 


and the Exchequer, made a ſhift to raiſe mighty For- 
tunes, and yer did no body wrong. 


Meamv- I am too ſenſible of this ; but can you ſay 


that this Evil did not ariſe from the ill Management 


of the Miniſtry, who invented remote Funds on pur- 
poſe to get an Opportunity to enrich themſelves, and 
to keep the Publick always in Diſtreſs, that they might 

pretend new Merits, by new Projects, to provide Mo- 


ney for the Publick Service. 


Nis. The Debt began ſo early (even the firſt and 
ſecond Years of this Reign) that I can hardly think 
it was Contrivance. I: ſeems rather Accident, and 
an unacquaintedneſs at firſt of the Charge of a War, 
or a Care of not diſpleaſing the People at firſt with too 
| _ OE e 
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much Taxing, that made the Parliament give but 
One Shilling in tlie Pound the Firſt Year, and Two 
Shillings the Second Year, tho? the Reduction of Jre- 
land, and the War againſt France, were both on our 
hands at that time. 85 vols „ | 

However it was, whether by Peſign or Accident, 
tis certain a large Debt was contracted in the Firſt and 
Second Years, and increaſed in the Third, which 
made us labour under the Load of Int'reſt and Diſ- 
count, for all the remaining Years of the War. It 
may as well be ſaid, that the Miniſters invented the 
Projects (that is, Annuities, Lotteries, Banks, Eaſt- 
India Company, &c.) to ſave the charging ſo much 
upon the Nation at once, which indeed was too much 
for it to bear; and therefore tho we condema em, 
now our Turn is ſerved, I remember very well we 
applauded em when we wanted 'em: And the Argu- 
ment, That Poſterity would reap an Advantage from 
this Mar, and therefore Poſterity. ought to pay part 
of the Charge of it, was then thought a very good 
ONE. $6500 Os . 

Mean. J confeſs you beat me out of all my Holds; and 
argue ſo plauſibly that I ſhould agree with you, I 
did not ſee ſo many wiſe and eminent Men of con- 
trary Opinion; who all with one Voice condemn the 
late Miniſtry, declare ali our Misfortunes, the length 
of the late War, and the Debts now lying upon us, 
are allowing, to their Miſmanagemennt. 


Xirgl. I confeſs I have a reſpect for thoſe Gentle- 
men, and would pay a great Deference to their Judg- 
ments in any thing where the Publick Peace were not 
| a x 7 . at 
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at Stake: But there appears to me ſo much Paſſion 
and Prejudice in all they ſay, that I cannot ſide with 
them till my own Judgment be convinc'd. I am 
not at all concern'd in the Vindication of the late 
Minittry ; if they have done amiſs, let em be pu- 
niſh'd o God's Name; all I plead for is to do it regu- 


larly, Try firſt, and then Hang, if they deſerve it; 


but ill. Faults be prov'd, I am oblig'd both as a 
Chriſtian, and as a Subject, to believe em innocent. 
I, and every body elſe, ought to have ſo much Re- 
ſpect to the King, as to believe he woùld not employ 
fuch wicked Men as theſe Reports make em. More- 
over in Common Sence we ought not 'to talk at this 
Rate ; for if you expoſe the Miniſters of State to 
the Cenfure of the Rabble now, you muſt believe 
they will take the fame Liberty, tho? theſe Gentle- 

men thatnow ſet em on, ſhould be advanc'd to thoſe 
Poſts. In ſhort I am utterly againſt all ſuch Pro- 
ceedings; and I am ſure what I now ſay, is what 
our Party always faid ever ſince I knew the World. 
L confeſs indeed we talk'd ſomewhat freely of King 

James's Miniſters (tho? not to the Degree we do now 
a-days) But I hope there is no. Compariſon in the 
preſent Caſe; There the Miniſters committed the 
greateſt Crimes Barefac'd, and yet were ſo protected, 


that there was no poſſibility of puniſhing 'em; Here 


the Crimes are but ſuggeſted, and the Law open, 
Parliaments, as freely choſen as ever were in Eng- 
land, fit every Year ; nay, to prevent Corruption, are 
new choſen every Third Year ; to whom Complaints 
may be freely made, and *tis apparent they are read 
to puniſh any Crimes that can be objected againſt the 
biggeſt Miniſter. e 

Me aum. 


E l 
Mean. But pray tell me, Sir, If the Miniſters are 
innocent, why don't they vindicate themfelves? 
Methinks the Charge againſt em, in the Dialogaes 
between Whiglove and Double, and other Books, is 
ſo ſevere, that if they had any thing to fay for 
themſelves, we ſhould, to be ſure, have heard it be- 
fore now. 3 85 


Kingl. J told you before it is not my Buſineſs to 
vindicate them, I argue only for the Publick Peace, 
and Old Church-of-Ezgland Loyalty. But to give you 
my Opinion upon what you propoſe, I muſt impute 
it to the King's wiſe Moderation, who rather chuſes 
to give way to Popular Clamour, and fo let it ſpend 
it ſelf, than by oppoſing it hazard the blowing up a 


Flame that might deſtroy us all. And, to ſpeak the 


Truth, if my old Maſter of Bleſſed Memory, King 


Charles the Firſt, had been of that Temper, I make 


no doubt but all that Bloody Rebellion had been 


prevented, and he had liv'd out his Days an Orna- 


ment and Happinels to the Nations. 


Meanw. Well, Sir; but I have one more Obje- 
ction, Which I dare fay you can give me no An- 
ſwer to, and that is the extravagant Bill of Whrta- 
er's: What think you of that? Mult we not ſay, 
that if the Miniſters let ſuch a Raskally Fellow as 
that have ſuch a vaſt Summ of Money, and be 


contented with ſuch a Blind Account of it, they 


have not in many other Caſes done Things of 
the like Nature, whereot as yet we are not in- 


D'2 | Ring l. 
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Kingl. Whitaker is a Man whoſe Cauſe I would 
by no means defend, qaaſi His, becauſe I never had 
any Opinion of his Integrity. And therefore, What 
I fy in Anſwer to your Queſtion, mult be under- 


ſtood to be only as to the Reaſonableneſs of his 


Accounts. I had as much indignation. againſt the 


. Miniſtry, on the firſt reading that Bill, as you can 


have; but when I talk'd pretty freely on that ac- 
count, was oppos'd by ſome. very underſtanding 


Gentlemen, who convinc'd me I was in the wrong; 


for though that Bill appears Monſtrous, by. putting 
down the Groſs Summs of Twelve Years Buſineſs 


together into one Line; yet if they were to be 
plac'd by Days and Years, and in ſingle Articles, 


as to be ſure his Accounts were, when they were 
Paſſed, it would appear quite another thing- The 
1094 “/. 12, 5. 3 d. ſet down for Travelling Expences, 
might appear very allowable, if taken to pieces, 
and every. Journey ſet down a-part- The like may 
be ſaid of the 2995 J. 145. 11 d. for Expences in 


Summoning Witneſſes, finding out Offenders, &. 


and ſo of the reſt, Tis true, Lawyers have a Rogue- 
iſh way to ſet down Coach-hire and Expences much 
oftner in their Bills, than they pay it out of their 


Pockets, as every body knows that has the miſ- 


fortune to have to do with them: And I don't 
doubt, but Mr. Whitaker Was acquainted with that 
Secret of his Trade; however, I have never heard 
he is grown Richer in the Place than any body elſe 
would, in going through fo much Buſineſs. And 
indeeed thoſe, Gentlemen that argu'd the Matter 
with me, and underſtood Law-Charges, told me 


that. 
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that conſidering what Buſineſs was done for it, the 
Bill to them did not ſeem ſo ' Monſtrous. Twas 
he alone Solicited all the Law Buſineſs of the Ad- 
miralty, and Paid out all the Charges. Now, it 
we conſider that rd Fave were Condemn'd, ma- 
ny Pirats brought to Tryal, divers Perſons Puniſhed 
for Imbezilments, and ſeveral other things, which 
come under the Cognizance of the Admiralty, tranſ- 
acted by this one Man their. Solicitor ; We may, 
perhaps, entertain a more favourable Opinon- ofHhis 
Bill, without ſuffering any Diſgrace in our Judg- 
ment. And the rather, becauſe thoſe Bills paſſed 
Year after Year, while the things were freſh” in 
Memory, Regularly through all the Offices, where 

they were duly Examin'd: And laſtly, Allow'd 
by - the Lord's of the Treaſary, as he alledged when 
he was before the Parliament laſt Year. However, 
as I ſaid before, I have nothing to ſay in Whitaker s 
Defence; let him be Examin'd and Puniſh'd, if he 
deſerves it, with all my Heart: But let us not 
blow up: the People to Sedition, by Stories that we 
do not know the true ſtate of. Things in their 
firſt Appearance, often ſhew vaſtly ae from 
what they do when duly examin'd into: Witnels 
the count of the Pr/ze-Office laſt Year, which then 
e ſo Defective, that the Houſe of Commons 
Paſſed a Bill to Impriſon the Commiſſioners; and 
yet by Paſchal's Printed Defence, he Excuſes him- 
ſelf very plauſibly, and has at the beginning of this 
Seſſion, given in the Account as Demanded; which, 
for ought appears, has given Satisfaction. 


Me anm. 
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Meanw. You are too hard for me in Argument, 
and I begin to apprehend that I have been Impos d 
upon. c | 


Ningl. Tam glad of it, purſue that Thought, and Re- 
ſume your Ancient Loyalty and Generous Temper. 
It Evil Men have got into the King's Favour, do 
you put *em out, by excelling them in Fidelity and 
Affectionate Zeal to His and the Nations Service. I 
put the King's and Nation's Service into the ſame 
Breath, becauſe I cannot fee by any thing that has 
paſs'd in this Reign, the King has ever attempted 
any thing to the Nation's Prejudice, or indeed that did 
not tend to its great Service; as particularly did the late 
War, which unprejudic'd Poſterity will acknowledge, 
tho? this Ungrateful Generation have no Senſe of it. In 
ſhort, there never was any Government without Faults, 
ours has as few as any; and no body can ſay the 
King has any finiſter Intentions: All che Exception 
againſt him, being only on account of Party. The 
Tories think he too much Employs the Whigs; and 
the Whigs purſue his Intereſt ſo Induſtriouſly, that it 
ſeems he thinks them his beſt Friends. I am forry it 
is fo, and heartily wiſh it otherwiſe: But ſince no 
Innovation is attempted, it becomes Us Chuch-of- 
England Men, to live up to our Principles, and on no 
account ſow Sedition among the People. But it 
grows late, and Tought to take my leave of you; 1 
{hall therefore finiſh the preſent Diſcourſe, by recom- . 
mending to your Conſideration, the King's Speech, 
at the opening this preſent Parliament, wherein he 
crauly-ſhews us the State of our; Condition; Thar it is 
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in our Power to ſecure to our Poſterity the Liberty we 


have Enjoy*d; but how dangerous it is to neglect the 
preſent Opportunity. That the Eyes of all Europe 


are upon us, and all Matters at a ſtand, till our 


Reſolutions are known: Which ſhews how Emi- 
nent a Figure we make in Europe, and how much - 


our Power contributes towards its Freedom; and 
therefore if by Private Animoſities the great Work 


ſhould ſtand ſtill, not only our ſelves, but all Europe 
muſt wear the Fetters of the French Monarch. The 
King alſo tells us, with reſpect to the Debts, That he 
every Year laid the Publick Accounts before the 
Parliament Paſſed Bills Annually, during the late 
War, for Examining 'em, and is very willing todo 
it again, and permit an Enquiry into the Diſpoſal of 
the Publick Money. And (Blefſed be God) it has 


had a good Effect; The Parliament have moſt Ho- 
norably purſued the Publick Intereſt, without any 


unhappy Differences. Pray God continue that Blef- 
ſed Harmony, and let no ſuch Peſtilent Libellers as 
Tom Double, be ever able to Diſturb it. Aden: 
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